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I want to ask you if you think you’re good at seeing what’s new? Mostly we think we know what the future is going to be like but we struggle to see it. Change is always a part of life; like the quote “if you don’t like change, you’re going to like irrelevance even less” but the question is; will we see the new? 
The prophet Isaiah wrote about what was going to be new to the people in exile and also that in the future the person of Jesus would come and Isaiah writes; “See, I’m doing a new thing, it springs up but you do not perceive it”. The new thing that Isaiah was talking about was actually the person of Jesus and what we know of Jesus is that people missed Him and we often miss the new. 
This morning we’re going to explore what it is to see the new and to understand it.
***
This morning we’re looking at seeing the new. Isaiah said that God was going to do a new thing in the future and that would be the person of Jesus, and often we think that those around Jesus who weren’t able to grasp who he was were the Pharisees and the religious leaders and those who eventually put Him on the cross. What’s important to remember is that many of Jesus’ followers, many of his close followers, struggled to understand who he was or what he was seeking to do.
There’s a story in Matthew’s Chapter 16 where Jesus asks his disciple’s; “so who do people say I am?” and they replied; some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah and still others say Jeremiah or one of the profits, and Jesus said; but who do you say I am? And Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the son of a living God”. That’s right, and Jesus goes on to say; you’ve got it right, God has revealed this to you, you’ve understood why I’m here and this is a fantastic step because here is Peter, actually grasping who Jesus is, actually grasping the new thing that Isaiah was talking. 
Jesus then goes on to teach about is death, Verse 21, “from that time on, Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, suffer many things at the hands of the Elders and Chief Priests and teachers of the law and he must be killed, and on the third day he rose to life again”; Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him; “Never Lord, this shall never happen to you!” It is odd when you consider that Peter was just saying; you are God, you are the son of God, you are the messiah but by the way, I, a fisherman, will tell you what it is to be the messiah. In fact Don Carson says this: “Peter’s strong will and warm heart, linked to his ignorance, produce a shocking piece of arrogance”. 
But what is the arrogance? That Peter thinks that he can tell Jesus what the Messiah will be. Peter’s struggle, all the way through Jesus’ life seemed to be grasping what it was for Jesus to be the messiah; who was it at the Garden of Gethsemane that ripped out a sword and took off a servant’s ear? John tells us it was Peter,. Who was it that goes to the inner sanctum to try and do what he can to stand with Jesus and perhaps stop this? Again it was Peter. 
And when Jesus reinstates Peter in John Chapter 21, Leon Morris, a commentator says this; “His actions showed that Peter had not wanted a crucified Lord”, this was not Peter’s idea of who Jesus should be, he struggled to grasp the new thing. So even the followers of Jesus didn’t understand fully what it was to be the messiah.
***
We’ve already seen that often the new is not what we expect. Just as it wasn’t for Peter in looking at understanding who Jesus was as the Messiah but the second reason we miss the new is often we’re blinded by our prejudices. Now think of prejudices as race and skin colour but there’s more to it than that. 
Let me take you to an Old Testament story where someone was missing the new. Samuel had been told by God to go and anoint a new King and he’d been told the family he should go to. He arrives at the family in 1:Samuel 16 verse 6, it tells us “when they arrived Samuel saw Eliab and thought; surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord” but God replies that Eliab wasn’t the guy that he’d sent Samuel to anoint and God replies to Samuel: “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him, the Lord does not look at the things that man looks at, man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart”. Many people know that passage well but isn’t it interesting that it says; ‘do not look at his appearance or his height”, what is it about his height? Here is Samuel going to anoint the next King and it says; don’t look at his height. Don’t you know it’s intriguing that people tend to see tall people and think they’re instantly the right people to be leaders. 
There’s a great book called ‘Blink’ by Malcolm Gladwell who’s an author I really enjoy reading and he’s done some research on the height of CEO’s of the biggest companies in America and he writes; “in the US population, about 14% of all men are over 6ft tall; among CEO’s of Fortune 500 Companies, the number is 58%. Even more striking, in the general American population, 3.9% of adult men are 6:2” or taller. Among the CEO sample, almost 1/3 – 1/3 were 6:2” or taller”. In other words; what people are doing is if somebody walks in to the room, and they’re tall and they instantly believe that they must be leadership material and isn’t it intriguing that that’s a recent study but you go back to the Old Testament and Samuel, this wonderful prophet, used of God, this person open to the spirit of God, is actually functioning out of his prejudices. He sees a good looking man who’s tall and assumes that he’s the right person; assumes that this is the guy that God wants to lead and he’s missing the new that God wants to do. 
***
We’re looking at grasping and understanding the new and we’ve seen that it’s not what we expect; that’s because it’s new so we don’t grasp it. We’ve also seen we’re impacted by and blinded by our own prejudices as Samuel the Prophet was but we also expect the future to be the same as the past. The author Dan Gardner has written a booked called ‘Future Babble’ says that “we suffer from status quo bias”. In other words, we expect the future to be really just the same as today, just maybe bigger or maybe slightly better but it will be the same, it’s almost like the same thing will happen.
Interesting isn’t it that we see that again in that same story in 1 Samuel, because we look at 1 Samuel and Samuel looked at Eliab and said; this is the Lord’s anointed but God said; don’t look at his appearance or his height and there’s a second aspect in regard to height that’s important. If you go back to 1 Samuel Chapter 10 and here is the story over a couple of chapters of Samuel anointing Saul to be the first King and he is chosen by lot through the tribes and the families. When his name was announced they couldn’t find Saul as he was hiding among the baggage and in 1 Samuel 10: 23 we read “they ran and brought him out and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the others”. In other words; Saul, the first King, was a head taller than all the others, and it seems that Samuel, not only is this blinded by prejudice that somebody tall must be the next King, but also blinded by the idea that this is what we’ve had in the past. Saul was tall so obviously God is looking for another tall King and misses the point that God wants to do something new. 
The book by Dan Gardener, Future Babblers I mentioned earlier actually shows that across society we constantly get this wrong. In 1930 an author and intellectual F. E. Smith wrote a book predicting what the world would be like in 2030. He looked at the future of labour and thought that people would only be working 16-24 hours per week. He looked at military matters and believed that the next big step would be the development of the tank and the evolution of the mobile fortress. He looked at India and said; whatever happens at the Empire, British rule in India will endure. In fact, F. E. Smith, as brilliant as he was, got it completely wrong. Why? Because he expected the past to be the same as the future, and the future won’t be that, it’ll be new, and that’s why he missed it.
***
We’ve been exploring understanding and grasping the new this morning. 
My question to you as we wrap up today is; what is the new thing that God might be calling you to? Have you got prejudices or biases that are blinkering your sight? Are you like Peter who can’t really grasp the new thing that Jesus was? Are you held captive to past trends? Are you expecting tomorrow to be the same as yesterday, just slightly changed?
What if there’s a major bend in the road that God wants you to take and you will fail to see it?
My encouragement to you is to pray and see the new that God wants to do in your life. You want some encouragement in that process, why don’t you get a nudge from us at www.dailynudge.org sign up and for free, we’ll send you a daily email.

