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How then should we live?

Presented by David Kerr

INTRODUCTION

When I wake up of a morning now, I wonder what catastrophic events may have happened overnight, in the
space of 7 or 8 small hours. How do you feel when you wake in the morning? Some folk I speak to say their
sleeping patterns have changed and they’ve had restless nights. They’re concerned for friends or family
travelling overseas. Others are anxious about their financial security with the markets in turmoil. I’ve heard
of a number of people who’ve cancelled overseas travel and will miss weddings, reunions and other
important events they were looking forward to, due to the uncertainty and tension in the world.

What can help us? Who can help us in a time like this? How should we live in the uncertainty of these times?
Part 1

How should we live in the uncertainty of these times? Today I want to encourage you from the Old
Testament story of Daniel, a young man who was taken captive from his homeland by King
Nebuchadnezzar.

I’ve never had the experience of being captured and transported to a foreign country. I can only imagine
what it’s like. I’ve felt the intrusion and outrage when my home has been broken into and some of my
belongings stolen. That’s bad enough. But to be held captive and forced to live in a foreign land, I could only
imagine the trauma.

You may have faced that experience before you came to Australia. [ have friends who have suffered the pain
of losing their possessions and their homeland to an evil enemy who sought to dominate and destroy their
lives and culture. I wonder what thoughts went through Daniel’s mind as he left his beloved home and faced
a future as a slave in Babylon? How could they do this to us? How could God do this to us? How will I
survive? How will our people survive? Amidst the outrage, I believe that Daniel quietly, in his heart held on
to the belief that somehow God was still in control. God is all knowing and in charge of events.

Today it feels like we’re standing on the edge, in a world that seems to have gone mad. Attitudes and values
that people have held high are trampled underfoot. The abusive and forceful seem to win and the humble are
left in their shadow. While we haven’t been taken captive to a foreign land, like Daniel, it seems that our
world has been hijacked by evil, and we live in a new and strange environment that is tense and unsafe.

However, as in the days of Daniel, so it is today. God is still in charge of world events. God has a great track
record of overruling and removing rebellious leaders. God will overcome evil. No one is exempt. God will

stand with those who are faithful and follow him.

The words of the Psalmist (46) have been an anchor for God’s people down through the centuries. ...



God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in time of trouble,

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way
And the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
Though its waters roar and foam

And the mountains quake with their surging.

There is a river whose stream makes glad the city of God,
The holy place where the Most High dwells,

God is within her, she will not fall;

God will help her at break of day.

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;

He lifts his voice, the earth melts.

The Lord Almighty is with us:
The God of Jacob is our fortress.

Come and see the works of the Lord,

The desolation he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth;
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear,

He burns the shields with fire

Be still and know that [ am God;

1 will be exalted among the nations,

1 will be exalted in the earth.

The Lord Almighty is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress.

God was the Psalmist’s strength and Daniel’s strength in his pain, helplessness and insecurity, and is our
strength today, in whatever the future holds for us.

Part 2

How should we live in the uncertainty of these times? The first thing I’ve suggested is to hold on to the fact
that God is still in control. God is all knowing and is still in charge of world events. The Old Testament
figure Daniel held onto that truth as he faced his time as a captive in Babylon.

How do we live in a world that has suddenly changed? Some folk have suggested that since September 11
when the terrorists attacked the World Trade Centre, it’s been like living in a different world. For those who
have experienced a world war, some have said that it’s like the build-up before WW2.

They say, “We’ve been there....we know what that’s like.”
However, for most of us to live in the current world tension, it’s a new experience. It can change the way we

look at the world. The way we see others in the community, the plans we make for the future. It can change
the way we experience life.



For some there can be deep grief, trauma, confusion, tension rage and anger. It may also affect our
spirituality. The way we make sense of the world. The way we see God’s place on the revolving stage of
world events.

How then, should we live? How did Daniel live? Daniel and his three companions didn’t do anything
unusual; in fact, they maintained the same disciplines of daily living, including diet and prayer that was their
practice in their homeland. However that made them very different. It was this difference that caused the
King Nebuchadnezzar to listen to Daniel’s interpretation of his dreams that won him favour.

Maintaining our momentum by not changing our rhythm is important. Continuing all the daily disciplines
that we find useful, is an important factor in coping. Basic activities of work, exercise, good meals, are
essential. Maintaining our commitment to regular prayer and worship is crucial. Enough is changing around
us. Hold to what is familiar and important to you.

At another level, how tempting it is to lose your poise when the going gets tough! In the midst of stress and
upheaval, we can become vulnerable, supersensitive, act impulsively; become distorted in our thinking,
which may have serious consequences for our relationships. We may easily and unjustly project our anger,
fear and vulnerability onto innocent people.

There have been attacks by mainstream Australians on Middle Eastern migrants who do not sympathise with,
or support the actions of terrorists. This only compounds the tensions, and the real issues can be lost.

Daniel didn’t give in to whatever the pressures he experienced when his world turned upside down. In the
midst of an alien and evil culture, he maintained the disciplines that marked his life in Israel. If he
experienced rage and revenge, it wasn’t evident. He didn’t give in to the pressures that surrounded him. I’'m
sure it must have been tempting....... but he remained faithful to God.

Daniel’s clear purpose in life to remain faithful to God, maintaining his everyday disciplines, enabled him to
cope and stay focused. It provided stability and strength to manage the challenges of living in a culture that
was vastly different from his own.

Part 3

How should we live in the uncertainty of these times? Firstly I’ve suggested to hold on to the fact that God
is still in control. God is all knowing and is still in charge of world events. Daniel held on to that truth, as he
faced his time as a captive in Babylon.

Secondly, Daniel’s clear purpose in life was to remain faithful to God. He maintained the regular healthy
daily disciplines that marked his life in Israel, which enabled him to stay focused, and face the challenge of
surviving an alien culture.

Thirdly, Daniel was willing to be different and never compromised his faith. He was truthful, always acted
with integrity, and disinterested in power for personal glory. He didn’t allow himself to be squeezed into the
thinking of those around him. He didn’t lie down and become a victim. He didn’t submit to the threat of
death, refusing to bow down to King Darius as God. He didn’t take up arms in anger and fight the enemy.
He dared to be different. He dared to be himself. He dared to be God’s person. He was one person who stood
firm against the current tide of his time and made a difference in the national events of his day.

"August 19, 2001 was the tenth anniversary of the final downfall of international communism in the Soviet
Union. A group of Russian generals were determined to turn back the tide of democracy in that declining



empire. They placed Mikhail Gorbachev under house arrest at his dacha outside of Moscow. Meanwhile a
tank rumbled into Red Square with the sole purpose of capturing second-in-command, Boris Yeltsin. But
Yeltsin did something quite extraordinary. Instead of acquiescing to his captors, he leaped atop the tank and
welcomed the tank commander over to the side of democracy.

"Later the tank commander reported that, up to this point, he had no intention of joining the forces of
democracy, but Yeltsin was so persuasive that he could not resist. And with that single event, communism
lost its final prospect of a return to power.

"A reporter interviewed Boris Yeltsin not long after that famous incident. The reporter asked Yeltsin what
gave him the courage to take that stand. Yeltsin credited reading the story of Lech Walesa, the Gdansk
electrician who led the forces of Solidarity and helped bring democracy to Poland several years before.

"Someone once asked Walesa what caused him to make the stand that brought down communism in his land.
Walesa said he was inspired to his acts of sacrifice and courage by reading accounts of the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights marchers in the United States.

"When Dr. King was asked what pivotal event spurred him into action as a leader of his people, he cited the
influence of Rosa Parks, the African-American lady in Montgomery, Alabama, who refused to sit in the back
of the bus when instructed to do so because of her the colour of her skin.

Now here is the question for the day: Is it possible that the fall of Communism began with one African-
American woman who refused to sit in the back of a bus?

In these uncertain times, what is God saying to you? Is there a ‘God given ache’ that needs to be faced, that
may mean you risk standing alone like Daniel did? It may not seem to be life- changing to you, but who
knows where it may end.

It may be that you phone someone who needs your support. Speak to a Moslem and reassure him/her that
you don’t label them as a terrorist... write to your local member about your position.... pray..... g0 to
church. It may be something you’ve never done before, like Rosa Parkes, who one day, chose, not to sit, at
the back of a bus.

Conclusion

Daniel provides us with a model of how to live in the uncertainty of our times. Daniel held on to the fact that
God was still in control. God is all knowing and is still in charge of world events

Daniel’s clear purpose in life was to remain faithful to God. He maintained the regular healthy daily
disciplines that marked his life in Israel, which enabled him to stay focused and face the challenge of
surviving an alien culture.

Daniel was willing to be different and never compromised his faith. He was truthful, always acted with
integrity, and disinterested in power for personal glory. He didn’t allow himself to be squeezed into the
thinking of those around him.

Jesus, the Son of God, who laid down his life on the cross for you and me, invites you to put your faith in
him and to follow him in these uncertain times. He calls us as His followers.... to be His hands and feet, and
march to the beat of a different drum.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


